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GENERAL SITUATION 


With the exception of localized 
areas, weather and soil moisture 
conditions during June were favorable 
for the growth and maturity of crops. 
The condition of most crops as of 
July 1 compared favorably with pre- 
vious years. Rains during late 
June relieved dry soil conditions 
in most of the localized areas. 

Growers reported the condition 
of corn as of July 1 to be the best 
for that date since 1925. Part of 
the early corn crop was planted un- 
der inadequate soil moisture condi- 
tions and replanting requirements 
were probably above average. Growers 
planting corn the latter part of 
April or later have normal or better 
stands. The earlier planted corn 
is now in the tasseling stage and 
at a critical point in soil moisture 
requirements. Present indications 
point to an increase in the acreage 
seeded with hybrid seed. 

The cotton crop was seeded under 
adverse weather conditions in many 
areas and replanting requirements 
were greater than usual. Following 
the seeding of the crop cool weather 
further reduced stands and growers 
replanted for the second time or 
seeded the acreage to another crop 
Such as peanuts, corn or soybeans. 
Two successive mild winters have 
resulted in the worst boll weevil 
infestation in years. 

Tobacco growers found it necessary 
to stagger the transplanting of 
plants owing to the shortage on in- 
dividual farms. In most instances 
growers were successful in obtaining 
plants in their immediate area and 
the shortage of plants did not prove 
as serious as originally expected 
Tobacco has grown and matured rather 
rapidly during recent weeks and in- 
dications as of July 1 point to av- 
erage or better yields. 

Harvesting of wheat, oats, barley 
and rye is about complete. Present 
indications point to about average 
yields for these crops. 

Harvesting of the commercial Irish 
potato crop is nearing completion with 
Government purchases accounting for a 
large portion of all sales. 
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JULY 1 PROSPECTS INDICATE RECORD 
CORN YIELD AND PRODUCTION 


The 1950 corn crop in North Caro- 
lina is estimated to produce 77, 4286, - 
000 bushels. This estimate is based 
On reports from growers on the con- 
dition of their crop as of July 1. 
A crop of this size would be the 
largest of record and exceeds the 
present 1949 record crop by almost 
two million bushels. The estimated 
1950 crop is 39.8.percent more than 
the 10-year average production of 
55, 385,000 bushels. 

The July 1 estimate of 35.5 bush- 
els per acre, if realized, would 
also be the highest of record and 
compares with 35.0 bushels in 1949 
and the 10-year (1939-48) average 
yield of 24.2 bushels per acre. 

A total of 2,181,000 acres of 
corn for harvest is currently esti- 
mated for North Carolina. This is 
22,000 or 1 percent more than the 
2,159,000 acres for harvest in 1949, 
The 1950 acreage is 117,000 or 5.1 
percent less than the 1939-48 average 
acreage for harvest. 

(Continued on Page 2) 


QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO Tf 


COMPARE THE 1950 ACREAGE OF COTTON WIT j 
WHAT 1S THE CURRENT ESTIMATE OF FLUE-C#RED TOBACCO rRNA AOR ij 
WHAT 1S THE EXPECTED YIELD AND PRODUCTHON ; 

WHY HAVE CORN YIELDS INCREASED? i 
HOW MUCH MILK WAS PRODUCED ON NORTH CAROLINA FARMS DURING 
ARE FRUIT PRODUCTION PROSPECTS BELOW OR ABOVE LAST YEAR? 
« HOW DOES THE 1950 ACREAGE OF PEANUTS COMPARE WITH LAST YEAR? 
WHAT 1S THE EXPECTED HAY YIELD FOR 1950? 
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TOBACCO PROSPECTS GOOD- 
ACREAGE UP TWO PERCENT 


North Carolina’s 1950 flue-cured 
tobacco crop is estimated at 781, - 
440,000 pounds, 7 percent above the 
731,530,000 pounds produced last 
year and 12 percent greater than 
the ten-year average production of 
696,707,000 pounds. 

Preparation and planting of the 
1950 tobacco seed beds was done 
under ideal conditions (the period 
December through February being 
unusually mild and open) with seed- 
ing of plant beds in most sections 
completed about a week earlier than 
usual However, dry weather, a few 
"cold snaps" blue mold and insects 
contributed to a set-back in early 
development of plants and it appear- 
ed as if plants were going to be 
Short again in 1950. Luckily, the 
early scare of inadequate plants did 
not materialize and the full acreage 
was set. The season was unusually 
good for transplanting and in most 
counties a healthy supply of plants 
were available. Generally, weather 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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RECORD CORN YIELD INDICATED 
(Continued) 


The prospective record corn yield 
can be attributed primarily to (1) 
increased use of hybrid seed; (2) 
improved cultural and fertilization 
practices; and (3) selection of land 
better adapted to the production of 
corn. 

The Nation’ s 1950 com crop is esti- 
mated at 3, 175,602,000 bushels, which 
is 6 percent less than 1949 produc- 
tion, but 9.5 percent greater than 
the 1939-48 average production. The 
average U. S. yield per acre is esti- 
mated at 38.2 bushels per acre. 


SORGHUM ACREAGE LARGEST 
OF RECORD 


J 

North Carolina farmers indicate 
they will harvest. 49,000 acres of 
Sorghums for all purposes during 
1950. This is the largest crop of 
record and 9 percent above the pre- 
vious record of 45,000 acres harvest- 
ed in 1949. The current estimate is 
75 percent more than the 1939-48 
average of 28,000 acres, 

This increase in acreage came 
about as a result of 1950 allotments 
which reduced the cotton acreage and 
Placed the 1950 wheat crop under 
acreage control thereby providing 
an incentive for larger increases 
in sorghum plantings. 


MILK PRODUCTION CONTINUES 
AT REOORD LEVEL 


Milk production on farms in North 
Carolina during the month of June 
totaled 159 million pounds. This 
was 3 million pounds above the June 
record a year ago and 1 million 
above production for May this year. 
The increase in total production 
this year was brought about through 
a rapid increase in the number of 
milk cows on farms and not because 
of increased milk production per cow. 

During June there were an esti- 
mated 374,000 milk cows on farms 
compared with 357,000 for the same 
month a year ago. Milk production 
per cow for the month averaged 424 
pounds, sharply under the 438 pounds 
produced in June a year ago, but 
2 pounds above the average for May 
of this year. 

The lower level of production per 
cow this year compared to that of 1949 
may be explained in part by the con- 
tinued high cost of feed concentrates 
which probably has resulted in rations 
somewhat lower in concentrates with a 
greater part of feeding coming from 
pastures. Pasture condition showed 
little change from the previous 
month but was considerably under 
that of a year ago. 


SOYBEAN ACREAGE UP 6 PERCENT 


As of July 1 total acreage of 
soybeans planted alone for allpurposes 
in North Carolina is estimated at 
403,000 acres. MThisis 6 perce nt 
larger than in 1949 and is the third 
largest acreage of record, being ex: 
ceeded only by the 495,000 acres 
planted in 1943 and the 434,000 
acres planted in 1942. 

Reports from growers indicate 
that they will harvest a total of 
286,000 (equivalent solid) acres of 
soybeans for beans this year. 


TOTAL HAY ACREAGE LOWEST 
SINCE 1942 


North Carolina’s total hay acr- 
eage as of July 1 is estimated at 
1,181,000 acres. This is about 2 
percent less than in 1949, 4 per- 
cent below the 1939-48 average, and 
the lowest total hay acreage since 
1942. With the exception of a slight 
increase in 1945 .nd 1947 hay acreage 
has been steadily declining since 
1943. 


WHEAT YIELDS BELOW AVERAGE 


North Carolina’s 1949 wheat crop 
improved slightly as harvesting oper- 
ations were completed with conditions 
as of July 1 pointing to a production 
of 6,345,000 bushels. This is about 
560,000 bushels above production 
in 1949 but 464,000 bushels less than 
the 1939-48 average production. 

The acreage for harvest is esti- 
mated at 423,000 acres, about 5 per- 
cent less than 445,000 acres harvest- 
ed in 1949 and 6 percent less than 
the 1939-48 average of 450,000 acres. 
Conditions on July 1 point to a yield 
of 15 bushels of wheat per harvested 
acre, two bushels per acre above the 
1949 average yield, but .1 of a bush- 
el less than the ten-year average. 

Harvested yields are turning out 
slightly better than expected; how- 
ever, the effects of unfavorable 
weather earlier in the season were 
not completely overcome. 

_ For the Nation a production of 
957 million bushels is indicated for 
all wheat as of July 1. Thisis 17 
percent less than the 1, 146 million 
bushels produced last vear. 


NORTH CAROLINA COTTON ACREAGE LOWEST SINCE 1872 


The acreage of cotton in culti- 
vation in North Carolina on July 1, 
1950, is estimated at 570,000 acres. 
This is 34.4 percent less than the 
869,000 acres in cultivation July 1, 
1949, and 24.0 percent below the 
10-year (1939-48) average of 750,000 
acres, This is the smallest acreage de- 
voted to cotton in this state since 1872. 

Much of the 1950 acreage was 
planted under.unfavorable' conditions 
which resulted in very poor stands. 
An extremely dry April delayed plant- 
ing and prevented proper seed ger- 
mination. Cool, wet weather follow- 
ing the month of April further re- 
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duced stands and slowed growth. Two 
successive unusually milk winters re- 
sulted in an extremely large winter 
carryover and emergence of boll 
weevils this spring. Unfavorable 
weather and the presence of large 
numbers of boll weevils brought about 
more than the usual amount of aban- 
donment prior to July 1. 

For the Nation as a whole the 
acreage in cultivation July 1 is 
estimated at 19,032,000 acres -- 
381.3 percent less than the acreage 
in cultivation July 1, 1949 and 13 
percent below the 10-year average 
acreage in cultivation on this date. 
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PEACH PROSPECTS SECOND LOWEST 


Based on grower’s reports as of 
July 1, the outlook for peaches 
both commercial and non-commercial, 
in North Carolina is the second 
smallest crop of record. Production 
for 1950 is currently estimated at 
438,000 bushels or about one-third 
as large as the 1,428,000 bushels 
produced last year and one-fifth as large 
as the 1939-48 average of 2, 167,000 
bushels. 


APPLE PROSPECTS FAVORABLE 


North Carolina’s commercial apple 
crop was estimated at 960,000 bushels 
as of July 1. A crop of this size 
would be about twice as large as 
last year’s short crop of 448,000 
bushels but two percent below the 
ten year average of 982,000 bushels. 


SWEETPOTATO ACREAGE INCREASES 


The downward trend in sweetpotato 
acreage in North Carolina was re- 
versed in 1949 and there has been 
a further expansion in acreage this 
year. The 6,318,000 bushel crop now 
indicated is 7.5 percent larger than 
last year’s production of 5,876,000 
bushels but 15 percent below the 
1939-48 average of 7,403,000 bushels. 

Acreage for harvest is currently 
estimated at 54,000, 4 percent above 
the 52,000 acres harvested last year, 
but 23 percent less than the 1939-48 
average of 70,000 acres. With ac- 
reage allotments tending to reduce 
the cotton, tobacco and peanut ac- 
reage, growers in North Carolina are 
turning to sweetpotatoes as an al- 
ternative cash crop. 

Average yields per acre as of 
July 1 were estimated at 117 bushels, 
4 bushels above 1949 yields and 10 
bushels above average. 


PEANUT ACREAGE UP TWO PERCENT 


The 1950 acreage of peanuts planted 
alone for all purposes in North Caro- 
lina, is estimated at 253,000 acres 
-- about 2 percent above the 248,000 
acres planted for all purposes last 
year, This is about 4 percent more 
than the acreage intended in March 
due largely to increased allotments 
of acreage for picking and threshing 
and regulations permitting farmers 
to grow peanuts for oil in excess 
of their acreage allotments, 

Final estimates for the 1949 crop 
places the acreage picked and thresh- 
ed for nuts at 236,000 acres. The 
average yield per acre was estimated 
at 1,030 pounds, giving a total pro- 
duction of 243,080,000 pounds. 

Weather conditions were very fav- 
orable at planting time and the crop 
is up to good stands except in scat- 
tered localities where rains pre- 
vented full germination, 
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COMMERCIAL SLAUGHTER DOWN 


Commercial slaughter of livestock 
in North Carolina duriny May was 
down 23.7 percent (total liveweight 
for all species) from that of April 
this year. The greatest decline was 
in hogs slaughtered which was 50.6 
percent lower than in April and 41.4 
percent less than in May, 1949. Total 
liveweight of cattle slaughtered was 
up 8.2 percent from the previous 
month but was not enough to offset 
the decline in hogs slaughtered. 


TCBACCO PROSPECTS (Continued) 


conditions have been very favorable, 
resulting in good growth. However, 
heavy rains since July 1 have, no 
doubt, caused some damage, yet it 
is impossible at this time to es- 
timate possible losses caused by 
rains and hail during the past two 
weeks. 

The total indicated acreage of 
all flue-cured tobacco types is 
631,000 acres, 2 percent above the 
621,000 acres harvested last year, 
but 3 percent below the 10-year 
average of 653,300 acres. 

Prospects as of July 1 on all 
flue-cured types point to the second 
‘highest yields of record. Uh oe Woligs! 
estimated that the average yield 
for all flue-cured types will be 
1,238 pounds per acre, only 1 pound 
less than the 1948 record high. 

Prospects for the Burley Crop 
(Type 31) is estimated at 15.8 
million pounds, as compared to 1949 
Production of 15.5 million pounds 
and the 1939-48 average of 12.3 
million pounds. The 1950 acreage 
for all Burley tobacco is placed at 
10,000 acres, or 800 acres less than 
last year. 
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JUNE WEATHER SUMMARY 


Rainfall was adequate and occur- 
red at regular intervals in most 
areas of North Carolina during June. 
Portions of the Central Piedmont 
and mountains were about the only 
sections reporting less than normal 
rainfall amounts for the month. 

Readings in the upper 90’s were 
common from the 23rd to the 28th 
with 100 degrees or higher reached 
on a few days at some places in the 
southern Coastal Plains. 

Air from the northern and central 
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Weather Bureau, Raleigh 
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parts of the nation was able to 
enter the state several times, prin- 
cipally during the first half of 
the month accompanied by fair skies 
and cooler temperatures. 

For the entire month, tempera- 
tures averaged above normal with 
the greatest departures almost 3 
degrees reported from the western 
half of the state, Locally heavy 
showers accompanied by severe hail 
storms occurred in the eastern half of 
North Carolina on the 19th and 29th. 


OF RAINFALL DURING JUNE, 
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